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Reflections on COP29

By: Jocabed R. Solano Miselis

There is no climate justice without
justice for all creation, including
human beings.
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Every year, thousands of people from around the
world move towards the Conference of the
Parties (COP) on climate change. COP29 is an
annual meeting of countries that have ratified the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), where crucial
decisions are made to combat climate change,
such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
adapting to the consequences of global warming.

Amid disenchantment with the lack of

commitment of the so-called ‘'rich
countries" from a capitalist perspective,
the Gunadule vision offers an enriching
alternative: one is truly rich when one
knows how to relate to the land, cultivate
it and learn from it, which implies
respect and reciprocity.
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As part of the delegation from Panama and the
World Council of Churches, my participation in
COP29 became a space to advocate from my
faith, not only as a daughter of the Gunadule
nation and a Panamanian citizen, but also as a
citizen of the world. Faith in Jesus drives me to
defend the rights of indigenous peoples, to get
involved in local government and to act
internationally. For me, a faith that manifests
itself in solidarity with vulnerable populations is a
faith that translates into concrete actions in
everyday life, connecting with the realities of
oppression we face in the world.

Proclaiming the good news and
denouncing injustices is the call
that Jesus makes to us. Following
Jesus, the prophet of compassion,
involves knowing and discerning
the signs of the times to engage
and be part of the action of the
Ruah in the world.

Additionally, biblical narratives remind us of the call to
live in Shalom, to experience the jubilee that reflects a
relationship of harmony with the land. This approach of
states,
highlights the historical debt that developed countries
owe to the so-called less developed countries, which
have been harmed by extractivism in relation to the
earth.

grounded in capitalism and neoliberalism,
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At COP29, a new global climate financing target

was established, ra|S|r?g the goal tg $300 b!II|on However, many critics argue that

annually by 2035, coming from public and private

sources. This objective replaces the previous these agreements are not

target of $100 billion, seeking to mobilize greater ambitious enough to limit global

resources to assist developing countries. warming to 1.5°C, as established

; by the Paris Agreement, and that

m ‘ ' the proposals are insufficient
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The COP29 presidency managed to advance Articles 6.2 and 6.4 of the Paris Agreement, promoting carbon
trade between countries and the creation of a regulated global market. It is crucial that the most vulnerable
communities, such as indigenous peoples, engage in an open dialogue about the implications of these
regulations on their territories.

Critical aspects of Article 6 from an
indigenous perspective include land loss,
forced displacement, violation of
customary rights, lack of effective
participation and unequal benefits of
carbon markets.

These markets may undermine national
emissions reduction efforts and lack
adequate transparency and safeguards.

Reflecting on Article 6.4, Olga Gassan- | believe we must educate faith communities,
Zade, former president of the supervisory indigenous peoples and vulnerable communities
body, said that only time will tell whether about these agreements and their impact. Our
this mechanism will mitigate the effects mission as followers of Jesus is to work for peace and

on a large scale or whether it will become  jystice, denouncing life-threatening "green, blue
a luxury that favors particular agendas. neocolonialism."
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A transparent and intercultural dialogue between governments, businesses, civil
society and indigenous peoples is essential to address criticism about carbon
markets, as they can become a major threat if states do not genuinely engage in the
fight against climate change, functioning instead as a facade that perpetuates the
extraction of resources from the earth.

It is therefore crucial to ensure and protect the rights
of indigenous peoples. Moreover, the capitalist system,
which has contributed significantly to climate change,
must be transformed to offer true and sustainable
solutions, rather than those that have led to the

collapse of the planet.

From faith in Jesus and knowledge of
indigenous communities, we propose the
implementation of resilient and supportive
systems that have proven to be able to coexist
with the earth in a respectful and in harmony

with the earth.

It is vital that our ecclesiastical,
theological and missionary practices
reflect these life alternatives. We must
love creation as we learn from the Bible.

During my interview with Minister Marina
Silva, she emphasized that our creed as
Christians must be imbued with a deep
commitment to love and respect for
creation.

Role of Faith Communities at the Climate Change Summit: COP, Conference of the

Parties.

It is essential to continue
educating youth, indigenous
peoples, children, and
members of the church in
general to play an active role
in these spaces.

We must start in our
countries and territories,
extending our reach
regionally and
internationally.

It is important to become familiar with
the agreements adopted at COPs over
the years and understand the language
of the documents, preparing us to have
a concrete impact on these
conferences.

Furthermore, it is fundamental to share both the positive stories of resilience, resistance, and collaboration in
the territories, as well as the negative ones, such as the impact of climate change and the loss of biodiversity

affecting communities.
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Our pastoral work must be inclusive and encompass all these dimensions. We need to
develop a theology of life that opposes all systems of death, a theology of life that
informs our understanding of faith. The theology of creation is not an accessory to
theology; it must be transversal to the life of the church, as it shapes how we
understand salvation and the presence of the Spirit of Life in all creation.

During my advocacy process, | engaged in | participated in debates on food sovereignty and in
dialogue with the Minister of the Environment pavilions dedicated to faith, science, and indigenous
of Brazil about the role of the church, with a knowledge. We explored stories of hope and
Methodist pastor who is a leader among the narratives against extractivism and discussed with
negotiators in Korea, and with several climate university students the importance of advocacy and
advocates on topics such as "land use." professionalism in these spaces.

In the agriculture negotiations, as part of the
Indigenous Caucus, | participated in meetings
to prepare documents for next year's panel 2: Land Use action by
workshops, focusing on how to integrate State Actors

indigenous knowledge into state policies.
Additionally, | accompanied the group working
on Article 6, participating in bilateral meetings,
among other efforts

State and Non-

My personal hope is based on the recognition
that the Creator loves His creation and that,
in the movement of His resurrection, He is
mobilizing many people who, through their
struggles and resistances, propose
alternative narratives to the destruction of
the earth. This hope is manifested in
concrete actions that generate life.
Acknowledging that evil will not prevail
(Psalm 1:6) should drive us to continue raising
our voices and to proclaim the good news of
Jesus, who longs for the total renewal of
creation. We eagerly await complete
reconciliation in Christ.

I am grateful to the World, Council of Churches for inviting me te be pant of thein delegation; to the Memonia
Indigena, Red de Juventudes of Tearfund, to the Indigenous Climate Caucus; to the Ministwy of Environment of
Panama for accrediting me; to the Creation Care Network; to the Freedom and Justice Network of the Lausanne
movement; and to the Faith Netuork for Climate Justice in Abya Yala and the, Caribbean for thein suppont in prayen.
To my friends and family, thank you for taking care of me and for the wonk we do togethen.

If you want to support my work as a missionary in climate justice advocacy, you can support me at this
link: https://www.mesaglobal.co/workers/31569
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